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fairly sure. I may find a better mental swimming-tank than Huxley 
in which to exercise future Freshmen; but I shall never again ask my 
charges to buy either Doctor This's or Professor That's manual of 
rhetoric and composition. 

Middle West 



To the Editor of the "English Journal": 

In the December number I appreciated your gentle satire upon the 
subscribers of the English Journal who persistently ignore bills calling for 
the payment of their subscription dues. About the same time I received 
a circular from a large tobacco firm which sells cigars on trust. If you 
ask for a box of cigars the firm will send it to you, trusting to the honesty 
of the devotees of Lady Nicotine to pay in due course of time. This is 
their significant experience, oo§ per cent of those they trust are honest. 
Only one out of two hundred forgets to pay his bill. 

Now here are some interesting problems for the experimental 
physiological psychologists: 

1. Does the teaching of English or the reading of the English Journal 
weaken the moral fiber ? 

2. Is it worse to smoke and pay than to subscribe and delay ? 

3. Do honest men turn to tobacco because they are honest, or does 
the use of tobacco make a man honest ? 

Here is a great field for the investigator. And what a boon the 
answer to that third question might be to publishers. If it were deter- 
mined that there lurks a hitherto unsuspected virtue in nicotine, all 
publishers, especially those devoted to that profession whose followers 
are so absorbed in elevating the morals of the young that they have no 
time to pay bills, might further their financial prosperity by starting a 
propaganda in favor of the universal use of tobacco. 

I believe it was Spurgeon, the great London preacher, who said in all 
sincerity that he smoked for the glory of God. Subscribers to the 
educational journals might be induced to smoke for the profit of the 
publishers. 

Yours, 

A Subscriber Who Has Paid 



